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he could not pass the Bar of the Representative
Chamber; he could not open his mouth in that
Chamber or go into the lobby, either with the Ayes
or with the Noes. Lord John Russell, however,
had struck his first blow against the policy of
sectarian exclusion, and the portals were, as a
result, to be thrown open in the end to all duly
elected comers, without distinction of creed or class.
The agitation for the emancipation of Roman
Catholics in Great Britain and Ireland began with
renewed force towards the end of the reign of George
III. It has been already shown in these pages that
George III. had resisted every effort made by
William Pitt to introduce any measure for the relief
of Roman Catholics from the, unjust, ignoble, and
absurd penalties imposed on them by English
legislation. With the coming of George IV. to the
throne new hopes were excited in the minds of the
Catholics, especially of the Irish Catholics, because of
the liberal tendencies which George had shown at
one time, and because of his association with Fox
and Sheridan and other friends of religious liberty all
over the world. It seems extraordinary, now, to
think that at a period so near to our own, a Roman
Catholic was still prevented from sitting in Par-
liament, and that great statesmen were found who
approved of such an exclusion. When' George IV.
came to the throne, the feeling of Ireland was
strongly in his favour, because Irishmen fully believed
that he had come to do justice to them and to their
hopes. When George went over to Ireland, he was
received, wherever he presented himself, with im-